Dictionnaire interdit.
L’'usage des instruments de calcul n’est pas autorisé.
Le candidat rédigera directement sur le sujet d’examen.

RAT DELIVERER

Among his relatives in County Wexford it was well-known that Francis Xavier McDermott was a
lucky man. He had won a green card lottery in 1987 enabling him to emigrate to America.

« I'm in medical supply, » was what Francis told them. He supplied biological specimens to medical
schools and research facilities in the New York Area. He delivered rats and mice in large cartons.
He drove a white truck and made deliveries at night from midnight to six.

Being a rat deliverer was a good job. Paid far more than he would have made back home. But his
thoughts were often of Ireland. He thought of his brother and his wife and their three kids ; he had
their picture on his huge American fridge. When he fell asleep after his last delivery, usually around
8 :00 AM, he often dreamt of a red-haired girl from home who worked at the fish shop, and whose
breasts — evident even under a smock — were heavy and hard.

He sent money back home at Christmas, and in return they never forgot to toast him. And Francis
very often drank to his old friends — at least until his liver faded and he was forced to quit drinking.
Once a year he would get a portrait taken at Walmart in a new business suit to send back home.

Everyone said Francis was happy in America. Francis was quick to agree. He was a proud man
and found it hard to admit a mistake. « America is great », Francis would say.

1997, Richard B. Thomas.

Vocabulary: liver = le foie.
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| . COMPREHENSION DU TEXTE (6 points)

A) Complétez en francais la fiche d’identité de « Francis ».
1-Paysnatal: ....coovivniiiiiiii,
2-Pays daccueil : ........ooeiiiiiiiiien,

3-Profession : ....cccoviiiiiiiiiiaen

B) Trouvez dans le texte a quoi ou a qui font référence les expressions suivantes :

1= IS TEIAHVES M =3 oot e i et et eeannaes
2 - CSPECIMEBINS M =3 eriuitninininittin et etr et aare et eeneneanerataeensntnensaneans

I R 01011 =T8T

C) « True or false? » Vrai ou faux ? Cochez la réponse de votre choix et justifiez-la en citant
précisément le texte.

1 - Francis worked at night. True O False O

JUSHIT TGt ON & Lo e aa
2 - Francis missed Ireland. True O False O

T3 () o= 1 (o] o T PP P
3 - He visited Ireland every Christmas.  True [ False O

JUSHITICAtION & .. eee e e e et aa

. COMPETENCE LINGUISTIQUE (5 points)

A) Mettez les phrases suivantes a la forme négative puis interrogative.

1 - He delivered rats and mice.

B) Mettez le verbe entre parenthéses a la forme qui convient.

1-Francis (leave) ............c.cccoceieennnn. Ireland in 1987.
2 - Francis is happy. He (justreceive) .............cccoevvnennnnnn. a letter from his brother.
3 - Next week Francis (phone) ............cccceeiienenen. his family in Wexford.
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C) Complétez en utilisant : who / who's / whose

1-Hewasaproudman............... found it hard to admit a mistake.
2 -He dreamtofagirl ............. hair was red.
3 - Francis............. a rat deliverer came from Ireland.

Il . EXPRESSION ECRITE (7 points)
Rédigez en anglais un paragraphe d'environ 50 mots sur le théme suivant : Francis vient juste

de s’installer aux Etats-Unis. Imaginez la lettre qu’il écrit a son frére pour lui raconter sa nouvelle
vie.
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Présentation et orthographe (2 points)
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