
Bilingual Literacy at 
Rochambeau

Why is it important?
How does it work?

What does it look like?

…



Why is bilingual literacy important?

● Transferable skills

● We only learn to read once

● Other Benefits



Interdependence Hypothesis
• The most effective bilingual programs are those aimed 

at bilingualism and biliteracy. 

• "There is no evidence that bilingual education 

compromises academic achievement in English or 

French, whether for minority language students, for 

students receiving instruction in their native language, or 

for those enrolled in immersive programs in French.“ 

(Francis, Lesaux & August 2006: 397)



Transferable Skills
• Significant positive relationships exist between the 

development of academic skills in multiple languages.

○ There is an underlying conceptual skill, or 

knowledge base, that is common across languages.

○ This common underlying competence makes it 

possible to transfer concepts, reading / writing skills, 

learning strategies from one language to another. 

(Dressler & Kamil 2001, August & Shanahan 2006, 

Chuang, Joshi & Dixon 2012)

•



Benefits
● A fine understanding of the 2 cultures

● a broader literary culture 

● Developing otherness (recognition of the other in his 

cultural difference) 

● Stimulate curiosity for the discovery of other cultures. 

Seek the interest of difference.

● Ease of language learning (the more languages you 

know, the easier it is to learn others)



How does bilingual literacy work and 
what does it look like in the classroom?
● Kindergarten curriculum vs. practice

● 1st-5th grade curriculum vs. practice

● Approaches to teaching:

○ Structural (U.S.) vs. Explicit (French)



…

Bilingual Reading Comprehension
• Literature Circles, Book Clubs, Reader’s Theaters

• Enrichment of Language Skills

– Students’ use of academic language (vs. 

conversational language) reflects the growing 

complexity of concepts, vocabulary, and 

grammatical constructions they are exposed to in 

their readings. (Thürmann, Vollmer & Pieper, 2010)



Studying a language allows students, through literary 

readings, to enrich themselves by discovering the 

convergences and divergences between their own 

culture and that of others.



From PS to 5th Grade

Construction of a list of literary works studied 

each year, at each level.



Kindergarten Goals
● To develop oral language and comprehension from 

works of classical French literature

● Starting to make links between French and English 

culture Language workshop



…

Bilingual Instructional Time - 
GS/Kindergarten

Students participate in lessons with both the English and French teacher in the 
classroom for 1.5 hours per week. French and English are both used during this 
instructional time. In GS/Kindergarten, students also receive 4 hours of English 
only instruction per week.



‘Le dispositif langage’ in Kindergarten
• 4 groups

• 1 literary work is studied

• Differentiated approach for each group

• Lexical and syntactical work axis



…

Example of Collaborative Planning
• Thématique inscrite dans le projet d’école (axe 1 et 2) Compétences 

interculturelles / Développer le bilinguisme

• Dans les programmes Français: 

– Cycle 3: Comprendre un texte littéraire et l’interpréter. Mise en oeuvre d’une 

démarche de compréhension…

– Cycle 2: Contrôler sa compréhension

• In the English curriculum: 

– Cycle 3: Identify literary elements in a story using evidence from the text. Write 

2-5 paragraph personal or imagined narrative with  detailed descriptions of 

characters, setting, a logical plot sequence, and dialogue. 

– Cycle 2: Sequence and identify basic story elements. Use graphic organizers to 

plan the writing process. Write a 1-3 paragraph personal or imagined narrative 

with detailed descriptions and sequencing.



Reading to Understand Texts

While it is necessary to learn the mechanisms of the code, 
the grapheme-phoneme correspondence, to make one's 
behaviour as a reader more efficient, this is not the most 
important aspect of understanding texts.

The most essential component of reading comprehension 
is that the child makes sense of the story, they enjoy 
themselves, and they read stories that touch them.



…

Learning to Read: CP and CE1
• Teachers collaborate with shared themes such as 

school rules, rights and responsibilities, Seasons, 

Holidays, etc.

• Literature  Circles



From 1st Grade  to 3th Grade

You only learn to read once...

The child who learns to read properly in one language 
reads easily in the other language.

But how does he or she do this?

They will use what they know, their skills, in one 
language to understand the other language and vice 
versa. Reading in 2 languages strengthens both 
languages.



From  3th Grade to 5th Grade

If you want to enjoy reading you need to make sense of 
what you read.

In order to understand what you read you need to 
develop foundational comprehension skills and tools.

- Overarching text structures and elements
- Specific comprehension skills



…

French

Understanding Story Elements and Plot



…

English

Understanding Story Elements and Plot
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Bilingual Literacy Teaching Materials



…

Bilingual Literacy Teaching Materials
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CM1-CM2
Analyzing Text: Concrete and Abstract

Concrete Abstract

Sequencing Deconstructing and appreciating poetry

Summarization Figurative Language

Predictions
Character 

development/motivations/empathy

Plot Structure, Characters, Setting Inferences/Context Clues/Text Evidence

Voice (1st, 2nd, 3rd person)
Thematic Development/Recurring ideas, 

phrases, images, symbols, motifs

Text Structure/Organization



French Method for Developing 
Comprehension

● Inferences

● Anaphoric substitutes

● Morphosyntactic marks

● Summarize

● Answering questions

● Mastering connectors



Let’s eat, grandma. 
Or 

Let’s eat grandma.

Morphosyntactic Marks

    Answering Questions



Anaphores 
Answering questions like what? or when?... is not the 

only way to understand a text.

Find anaphoric repetitions of the text

The prince rides in on horseback, then he goes 
to see the princess. 
This one is impatient.



Use the time connectors to reconstruct the 
chronology of a text.
First the prince goes to fight the dragon.
Then he is victorious.
So he came back to his castle.
And finally he marries the princess.

Connectors



  
 green, red and snow    What time of year is it?

Read between the lines

Summary

Inferences



…

Bilingual Reading Comprehension
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Bilingual Reading Comprehension
• Literature Circles, Book Clubs, Reader’s Theaters



Reading and developing one's literary culture to write

Write to be read

Write to be heard

Writing to communicate ideas, feelings, imagination...

Redaction et Lecture

https://app.bookcreator.com/read/library/-LWkexenCsRFar2dFllL/U5XM1HWI7RVsCzCtc8toC7JqEyt2/_7d-FySQSMuaRCAbn2Zs_g/uxZVS1tQTBaD_KJfHZaxEA?from=editor


…

English

Understanding Story Elements and Plot
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English

Understanding Story Elements and Plot

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ucwqAeBdZcRCVb0hxRj3DTasW-30gmPh/preview


…

The Writing Process/Le processus d’écriture



…


